
himself in the boat portraying 

to us and asking what would it 

be like if I were there? What 

would I see? What would I 

do?   

We can all identify with the 

problem of having little faith 

much like the disciples.  As we 

navigate the changes in our 

parish and welcome a new 

fraternal year of our Knights, 

look to the lessons of the dis-

ciples in the boat and the ex-

ample Rembrandt has posed. 

Identify the changes ahead 

and have increased faith we 

will endure with prayer, a re-

newed sense of stewardship 

and brotherhood.  Endeavor 

to create the realness of Rem-

brandt’s example of the storm 

and ask yourself what would I 

do? How can I make this par-

ish better?  What can I do to 

help our Council?  Take action 

and get in the boat! 

In our recent Gospel Readings 

these past few weeks, one 

from Mark and the other from 

Luke, an account is given in 

which Jesus and the disciples 

are crossing the Sea of Galilee 

and a storm arose, and the 

boat began to take on water.  

Jesus got up and rebuked the 

wind and the sea.  There was 

complete calm.   Then Jesus 

said to the disciples, “Why 

have you no faith?”  The mira-

cle of the stilled storm at Gali-

lee illustrates the power of 

Christ. The famous artist Rem-

brandt paints his visual depic-

tion (shown here) of the disci-

ples in the boat amidst the 

intense storm. We see groups 

of disciples battling the ele-

ments and trying to keep the 

boat afloat. A small group gath-

ered around Jesus, keeping 

their eyes focused on Him. 

There is a great calm with 

this group. We see another 

group in darkness battling 

the elements in great fear. 

In their midst, we see Peter 

fighting the storm alone. But 

in Rembrandt’s rendition we 

see fourteen men are in 

peril!  There is Jesus and his 

Twelve Disciples and Rem-

brandt has painted himself 

in the portrait; by putting 

Father Brian, the Worthy 

Knights of Columbus Coun-

cil 8669 welcome you and 

pledge our support to your 

faithful endeavor.  We are 

here to serve you, our Par-

ish and our community.  

We welcome you and we 

are pleased you are here!               

Vivat Jesus! 

   

Rembrandt: The Storm on the Sea of 

Galilee 

T h e  S t o r m  o n  t h e  S e a  o f  G a l i l e e     

S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

• Message from 

Grand Knight 

Patrick Bisson, Jr. 

• Programming 

• Membership 

• K of C Insurance 

information 

• District Deputy 

Don Pollard mes-

sage to Fellow 

Knights 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Letter from District Depu-

ty Don Pollard 
2 

COR Program 2 

Message from Member-

ship Director 
2 

Message from Deputy 

Grand Knight 
3 

Message from Faith 

Director 
3 

Insurance Mike Abdellah 3 

Council Board Members 4 

W e l c o m e  F a t h e r  B r i a n  L e n z   

G O O D  S H E P H E R D  P A R I S H  

Knights of Columbus  

Council 8669 

July 2024 Volume 1, Issue 1 



Brother Knights, 

Vivat Jesus!! Greetings from 

our District Deputy Don Pol-

lard. 

To you, retiring Officers of 

this Council, I offer my con-

gratulations for work well 

done and my gratitude to 

each of you for the devotion 

with which you have exempli-

fied our principles of Charity, 

Unity, Fraternity and Patriot-

ism. To you, the newly elect-

ed Officers of this Council, I 

express my confidence that 

you will add luster to your 

Council’s good works; 

making them even more ben-

eficial to the Church and 

thereby enhancing our Or-

der’s proud name. 

As we begin a new fraternal 

year our Diocesan meeting is 

on July 10 th at St. Francis 

Parish in Ann Arbor  and our 

District meeting is on July 31 

at St. Johns in Davison. 

Grand Knight, Program Direc-

tor and Membership Director 

should attend these meet-

ings. I’m working on a date in 

August for our District Offic-

ers Installation 

O Lord our heavenly Father, 

whose blessed Son came not 

to be served but to serve: 

Bless, we beseech thee, all 

who, following in his steps, 

give themselves to the ser-

vice of others; that with wis-

dom, patience, and courage, 

they may minister in his 

name to the suffering, the 

friendless, and the needy; for 

the love of him who laid down 

his life for us, the same thy 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

who lived and reigned with 

thee and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen 

I am a Third Degree Member 

of the renowned Council 

8669 and a new Fourth  De-

gree and Three-Year Trustee 

of Assembly 2211.  Although 

new to the task, I fully intend, 

with the help of God, Church 

and you my Worthy Brothers 

to grow our Council for the 

precepts Blessed Father 

Brother Knights, I am Doug 

Powell and our new Worthy 

Grand Knight Patrick Bisson 

has asked me to assume his 

position as Membership Di-

rector. For those that don’t 

know me, I am a newly con-

firmed member of the Catho-

lic faith.  I would be honored 

to know you and your family.  

McGivney intended: Charity, 

U n i t y  a n d  F r a t e r n i t y .   

 

Vivat Jesus! Doug Powell 

Email: MD8669@mikofc.org 

C e l l :  ( 8 1 0 ) 2 4 7 - 4 1 7 4 

their bonds of brotherhood, 

preparing them for coura-

geous leadership and 

the mission of evangeliza-

tion for their families and 

communities.  

Our next COR Program is July 

17, 6:30pm in the Knights 

Hall and will be every two 

weeks.  All men of the parish 

are welcome to come and 

enjoy growing in their         

spiritual walk with others.  

The mission of Cor is to refo-

cus Catholic men on Jesus 

Christ and to form and 

strengthen them in faith and 

virtue through a brotherhood 

committed to prayer, for-

mation, and fraternity. The 

goal of each Cor gathering is 

to provide the opportunity for 

men to encounter Christ, to 

pray together, to be formed in 

their faith, and to strengthen 

Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 

L e t t e r  f r o m  D i s t r i c t  D e p u t y  D o n  

P o l l a r d  

M e s s a g e  f r o m  M e m b e r s h i p  D i r e c t o r  

P a g e  2  

C O R  p r o g r a m  B u i l d i n g  

The Knights of 

Columbus 

empowers 

Catholic men to 

live their faith 

and serve their 

family, parish, 

community, and 

country.  

 

K n i g h t s  o f  C o l u m b u s   



Program Director. The Grand Knight 

and I have many plans for this upcom-

ing year and are very excited to embark 

on this new chapter in Council 8669’s 

history. As you all know, we have a new 

parish pastor and brother in our council, 

Fr. Brian Lenz. The goal of our council, 

as of right now, is to make his transition 

into his role as smooth as possible. If Fr. 

Brian needs any help with anything, I 

implore you to lend a hand. This month 

is going to be a big learning month for 

the council, as we have many people in 

new positions, so please bear with us as 

we fall into the swing of things. An 

important emphasis is the fluency of 

council operations and how we might be 

able to improve on several aspects. 

Many ideas are still far from being put 

into action, but in the future, we pray 

that they may come to fruition and be 

fruitful. Lastly, in the next few months, 

there will be many opportunities to vol-

unteer, so if you are willing and able, 

reach out and volunteer. If you have any 

suggestions or questions, reach out to 

me and I will find you an answer. Vivat 

Jesus!     Paul Sharpe 

Mike Abdella, FSCP 

Field Agent 

Cell (810) 610-3349 

Mike.abdella@kofc.org 

PO Box 312 

Flushing, MI 48433 

Knights of Columbus is your 

premier partner for Catholic 

financial services. We can help 

you pursue your financial goals 

and make a charitable impact, 

all in alignment with Catholic 

values. Protecting Catholic 

families through insurance and 

financial services: it's not just a 

member benefit. It's why we 

exist.  

 

question and then expressed 

what comes from faith. Then He 

said to Thomas, “Put your finger 

here and see my hands, and 

bring your hand and put it into 

my side, and do not be unbe-

lieving, but believe.” Thomas 

answered and said to him, “My 

Lord and my God!” Jesus said to 

him, “Have you come to believe 

because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not 

seen and have believed” (Jn 

20:27-29, NAB 

 The less we rely on what the 

world has to offer and under-

stand the magnitude of faith in 

the Word, the richer our spiritu-

al lives become. 

Brother Knights, ask yourself 

this question: are you living 

according to the plan the living 

Word has written for you, or are 

you living the plan that the 

world has written for you? 

Faith Director Todd Ostrowski  

Faith is a five-letter word that 

has implications far beyond 

our ability to comprehend. 

However, even though we 

cannot fully grasp the power 

of faith, it is what we are 

called to have as the very 

foundation of Christianity, 

giving full reverence to and 

trusting in God. In John’s 

Gospel, Christ asked Thomas 

and the other apostles in the 

upper room after His resur-

rection this very important 

M e s s a g e  f r o m  D e p u t y  G r a n d  K n i g h t  

F i n a n c i a l  S o l u t i o n s  f o r  

y o u  a n d  y o u r  F a m i l y  

M e s s a g e  F r o m  F a i t h  d i r e c t o r   

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  1 ,  I s s u e  1  

 Whatever you 

ask for in 

prayer with 

faith, you will 

receive. 

Matthew 21:22 

Caption 
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I am your new Deputy Grand Knight/

Faith and Family 



we may continue his work of caring 

for the needy and the outcast. We 

humbly ask that you glorify Blessed 

Father McGivney on earth according 

to the design of your holy will.  

Through his intercession, grant the 

favor I now present (here make your 

request) Through Christ Our Lord. 

Amen.  

Please report all favors received: 

The Father McGivney Guild 

1 Columbus Plaza 

New Haven, CT 06510 USA 

www.fathermcgivney.org 

God, our Father, protector of the 

poor and defender of the widow 

and orphan, you called your priest 

Blessed Father McGivney, to be an 

apostle of Christian family life and 

to lead the young to the generous 

service of their neighbor.  Through 

the example of his life and virtue, 

may we follow your Son, Jesus 

Christ, more closely, fulfilling his 

commandment of charity and 

building up his Body which is the 

Church. Let the inspiration of your 

servant prompt us to greater     

confidence in your love so that 

Knights of Columbus Council 8669 

c/o Good Shepherd Parish 

400 N. Saginaw Street 

Montrose, MI 48457 

Phone: (509) 995-7563 

 

Email: GK8669@kofcmi.com 

District Deputy: Don Pollard 

Grand Knight: Patrick Bisson, Jr 

Deputy Grand Knight: Paul Sharpe 

Chancellor: John Davidek 

Financial Secretary: Don Pollard 

Warden: Don Fyock 

Recorder: George Marzonie 

Treasurer: Brian Deloney 

Advocate/Life Director: Jim Hall 

Trustees: 1 Year Mitch Broome, 2 Year Chet 

Ptasnik, 3 Year Warren Edwards 

Lecturer: Deacon Bryan Root 

Inside Guard: Curt Palinsky 

Outside Guard: Chad Sharpe 

Membership Director: Doug Powell 

Family Director: Bill Stroup 

Faith Director: Todd Ostrowski  

G O O D  S H E P H E R D  

P A R I S H  

P r a y e r  f o r  t h e  C a n o n i z a t i o n  o f  

B l e s s e d  F a t h e r  M c G i v n e y  

In Service to One, In Service To All. 

Tempus Fugit. Memento 

Mori  

Blessed Father 

McGivney 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 8669 


